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The Earth is mankind’s only home. Implicit in this statement is the fact that we are entirely reliant on
our Planet to produce all of the natural resources that we need for our existence: clean air, food, fuel
and water - as well as the materials and land we need for our homes and infrastructure.

This single planet also happens to be the only place in the Universe where we can dispose of our waste
materials, including the greenhouse gas emissions emanating from our activities. For centuries
humanity has taken for granted the abundance and availability of these resources but now, particularly
in the past 40 years, our demand for natural resources is exceeding supply.

WWF, in partnership with the Zoological Society of London and Global Footprint Network, has been
producing the global Living Planet Report every two years since 1998. This report tracks humanity’s
demands on the biosphere and the impact of these demands on global biodiversity. The latest report
warns that we are over-taxing the finite resources of our world. The planet now needs 1.5 years to
regenerate the natural resources that we use in a single year! Put simply, we are over-spending and if
we continue to maintain our consumption patterns, by 2050 the human race will need the equivalent
of nearly three Earths to sustain us. In banking terms, we are living on our capital not the interest, and
thus are slowly becoming environmentally “bankrupt”.

The Republic of Korea has experienced impressive economic growth over the past five decades and
today, it is an economic powerhouse in Asia and globally. It is also one of the top countries for per
capita consumption of goods and resources. The Living Planet Report 2014, translated into Korean for
the first time, confirms that Korea’s Ecological Footprint has been increasing over the last few decades.
If everyone lived the same lifestyle as an average resident of the Republic of Korea in a year, humanity
would need 2.5 years worth of resources to sustain it - an untenable prospect if we wish future
generations to enjoy the resources we do today.

Korea is running an “ecological deficit” as the success of our economic growth has been built largely on
carbon-intensive exports (including energy) and natural resources from overseas. Further, Korea’s
trading partners such as Europe, the USA, Japan and China, are also feeling a resource crunch to a
greater or lesser extent.

Korea has shown its global leadership on several fronts which touch our planet directly - on climate
finance as well on models of "green growth” - hosting the Green Climate Fund and the Global Green
Growth Institute, to name two. Yet, Korea is at an important cross-roads in its development path. How
long will the current export dependent model, as we’ve known it for the past decades, drive Korea’s
growth over the coming decades? How will it evolve? How will greener or lower-carbon production
and sustainable supply chains be embedded into small, medium and large economic models? Which
sectors merit the greatest attention? How can (anincreasing number of) consumers demand products
and services that are more in line with the ‘one planet’ lifestyles

WWF-Korea is well-placed to build on the foundations of the Living Planet Report, to contribute to the
strategies and practical solutions to foster sustainability in economic activities - from production to
distribution of goods and services - of Korean small and medium-sized enterprises, larger businesses,
governments, as well as our everyday life, including sustainable consumption. It behalves all of us to
look at our pattern of development and lifestyles and see how we can reduce our impact on our Planet,
to leave our children a Living Planet.
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BIODIVERSITY IS DECLINING SHARPLY, WHILE OUR DEMANDS
SPECIES POPULATIONS WORLDWIDE HAVE DECLINED 52 PER
THE DEMANDS WE CURRENTLY MAKE ON NATURE. THIS
MAKING IT MORE DIFFICULT TO SUSTAIN THE NEEDS OF

COUNTRIES WITH A HIGH LEVEL OF HUMAN

FOOTPRINTS. THE CHALLENGE IS FOR COUNTRIES TO

THEIR FOOTPRINT DOWN TO GLOBALLY SUSTAINABLE
“PLANETARY BOUNDARIES” THAT COULD LEAD TO ABRUPT
HUMAN WELL-BEING DEPENDS ON NATURAL RESOURCES

AND ECOSYSTEM SERVICES SUCH AS POLLINATION,
WHILE THE WORLD’S POOREST CONTINUE TO BE MOST

WATER AND ENERGY SECURITY AFFECT US ALL.

CHANGING OUR COURSE AND FINDING ALTERNATIVE

MNAXIA7 |2 KA HEE TN 2014 QOof=



ON NATURE ARE UNSUSTAINABLE AND INCREASING.
CENT SINCE 1970. WE NEED 1.5 EARTHS TO MEET
MEANS WE ARE EATING INTO OUR NATURAL CAPITAL,
FUTURE GENERATIONS.

D

EVELOPMENT TEND TO HAVE HIGHER ECOLOGICAL

INCREASE THEIR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT WHILE KEEPING

LEVELS. WE MAY HAVE ALREADY CROSSED
OR IRREVERSIBLE ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES.

S

N
V

JCH AS WATER, ARABLE LAND, FISH AND WOOD;
UTRIENT CYCLING AND EROSION CONTROL.

ULNERABLE, THE INTERCONNECTED ISSUES OF FOOD,

PATHWAYS WILL NOT BE EASY. BUT IT CAN BE DONE.
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Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.
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